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From the Manager’s Desk
The City’s Strategic Plan details a goal of building a 
more direct connection between the City Commission, 
the Planning Commission, and the Park and Recreation 
Board.  On March 14th at 6:30PM at City Hall, the City 
Commission will be meeting jointly with the Park and 
Recreation Board to discuss the following three topics:

• Future of River Safety Initiative
• 2019 Pool Season
• Marijuana in Public Places/Parks
These are important issues for the community and 
the hope is that having a larger group discussion will 
provide a more complete review of the matters.  The 
public is encouraged to attend!

Greetings, my name is 
Steve Schroeder, I am 
the Deputy Director of 
Public Safety and the 
Airport Manager for the 
City of Big Rapids. I have 
been with the City for 4 
½ years. I am originally 
from the Big Rapids area 
and grew up in Rodney. 
I have always enjoyed 
the hometown feel 
and friendliness of Big 
Rapids. When I’m not at work I enjoy spending time 
with my wife and 4 children. The community of Big 
Rapids is a great place to raise a family. 

I started my emergency service career with 
Mecosta County EMS and the Morton Township Fire 
Department. I then worked as full-time firefighter 
paramedic for Delhi Charter Township in the Lansing 
area for 6 years before wanting to return to serve the 
residents of my hometown. 

As the Deputy Director of Public Safety, my primary 
responsibilities are overseeing Fire and Rescue 
operations for the City of Big Rapids. We have 
committed ourselves to provide a quality of service that 
the community expects. The Fire Division answered 
1,274 calls for service during 2018, a majority being 
medical related calls. We continue our community 
outreach programs including our smoke detector 
program, CPR/ First Aid education, and bleeding 
control education for the public. The Fire Division 
also assists with crossing students Michigan Ave to 

At the City Commission
On Monday March 4th, the City Commission  heard 
a financial and investment report from the Treasurer 
and learned about Special Assessments from the 
City Manager. They also acted on several points of 
business, including:

• Adopting the 2019-2025 Capital Improvements 
Program, and

• Authorizing a payment to the Mecosta County 
Drain Commissioner to continue the process 
toward the Proposed Ives Drain.

A Work Session was held to discuss possibilities 
for a future Housing Study. The goal is to improve 
housing in our community, but first we need to 
gather and analyze data to better understand the 
current state of housing conditions in Big Rapids.

Commission meetings are always open to the 
public. You are welcome to join on the 1st and 3rd 
Monday of the month at 6:30 PM at City Hall.

Meet and Greet: Steve Schroeder, 
Deputy Director of Public Safety and 
Airport Manager



get to the middle school. In 2019, we are expecting 
the delivery of a new fire engine that will assist us to 
better serve the community for years to come. 

As the Airport Manager I am responsible for the 
operations at Roben Hood Airport. The airport services  
both general and corporate (business) aviation. Our 
goal at the airport is to provide the best possible 
service and promote airport growth which will benefit 
the area economy. You would be surprised to know 
that many planes fly into the airport to visit the area 
businesses, restaurants, and hotels. The City is currently 
looking at funding options for a runway extension 
increasing from 4,300 to 5,000 ft long which would 
promote larger aircraft and possibly even charter 
flights. I would like to continue community education 
on the services and impact the airport provides. We 
have normal business hours and encourage citizens 
to stop by and visit. The main terminal building is 
located on 18 Mile Rd west of Northland Drive. 

I feel lucky to have the opportunity to work with 
so many likeminded people in a family-friendly 
community. Its nice to see so many local events and 
friendly people around town. I have enjoyed the 
community support and look forward to the future. 

By the Numbers: 02/17-03/03
Dial-a-Ride Service
• 9,034 Total Passengers
• 3,657 Demand Response Passengers
• 5,377 Ferris Shuttle Riders
• 1,680 Adult Riders and 1,233 Child Riders
• 1,680 Senior or Disabled Riders
Public Safety
• Police Division responded to 82 complaints.
• Charges have been authorized against a 19 year 

old male for larceny of autos from February 6th.
• Officers received technical training on firearms.
• Fire Division responded to 50 calls for service.
• Fire Division training included a lecture by 

Consumers Energy about power line safety.

Upcoming Events
Big Rapids Community Library
• March is Women’s History Month; learn 

something new in the books on display.
• Special guest readers at Story Time in March.
• March 21 at 6PM special program “Birdwatching 

vs. Birding” by Greg Bodker.
• “Chickens 101”, sponsored by Family Farm & 

Home, March 26 at 6PM, to learn about chickens 
and keeping them. Live birds at the Library!

• Library Board of Trustees, March 14 at 6PM at the 
Library. The public is welcome to attend.

Check the Library website for more event details. 

Meet and Greet continued.

New 
Sculpture
Artist Ivan Iler 
unveiled his Black 
Bear sculpture at 
a Festival of the 
Arts event on 
February 28th. 
After installation 
this spring, you’ll 
be able to see 
the bear from 
the Riverwalk at 
his new home on 
the island in the 
Muskegon River.

The sculpture unveiling at Artworks

Firefighter exercise at the Public Safety Building.

Directing traffic at the Airport. Photo Credit:  Janet Ruf.


